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THE BIODIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP 

 

Lancashire Biodiversity Partnership started work in 1998, with its first task creating the Biodiversity Action Plan 

(BAP) for Lancashire. This was published in 2001, with the aim of setting out the priorities for conservation action 

at a local level, and looking at both UK Priority Species and Habitats relevant to Lancashire. It follows the strategy 

and framework which developed as a result of the Rio Earth Summit in 1992, and has been evolving steadily to 

meet the demands of conservation, which aims to integrate international obligations with local action and delivery 

using the Biodiversity Action Planning process 
1
.  The partnership has a straight forward aim: 

The Partnership will aim to work together with other members of the Partnership in order ñto conserve, 

protect and enhance the biological diversity of Lancashire for current and future generations.ò 

More detailed information can be found in the detailed section towards the end of this document. The import 

things to note for the partnership are not only that they are a proven mechanism to focus resources to conserve 

biodiversity 
2
 (the wildlife and landscapes around us), but also allow all interested parties to be involved in the 

programme of action and bringing together the expertise to review Lancashireôs wildlife resource, identify 

priorities and targets, monitor progress and raise awareness around conservation and work to deliver action in 

Lancashire. 

THINKING BIGGER 

The way the partnership works is 

informed by local needs from the bottom, 

and a national strategy/framework 
3, 4

. The 

most recent framework, Securing 

Biodiversity
4
, has pushed for more large 

scale working, integrating further across 

other agendas  and adapted the UK BAP 

to better deliver its objectives. 2011 will 

also see a new Biodiversity Strategy and 

the Natural Environment White Paper, 

which will set out how conservation 

develops into the future 
5
; in particular 

achieving productive landscapes for 

people and biodiversity in the face of new 

international targets post 2010 
6
, and the 

current economic climate.  

 

UNITED UTILITIES 

CATCHMENT DELIVERY 

Ian Harper, Biodiversity Officer, United 

Utilities 

Alongside our usual delivery for 

biodiversity, United Utilities have 

developed innovative landscape scale 

thinking into their land management.  

In the past many thousands of acres of 

moorland were drained by open ditches or 

ógripsô, in line with the agricultural policy 

of the time, to grow more grass by drying 

out these areas of uplands. Serious 

erosion, loss of habitat and a lowering of 

the water table has resulted. This creates a 

much dryer and degraded habitat. 

 

 

 

A View of the Morecambe Bay Limestones Landscape ï Tim Graham 
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In April & June UU staff and 

tenants were active in assisting the 

Lancashire Fire & Rescue service 

combating uncontrolled fires 

deliberately started on Longworth 

and Anglezarke Moors 

respectively. Unfortunately due to 

the extremely dry conditions in 

June the fire on Anglezarke burned 

over a two week period destroying 

peat at gulley edges. Working 

closely with the Fire and Rescue 

Service, we have been able to 

provide suitable training facilities 

for off road vehicles most suited to 

tackling this type of fire.  

2010 saw United Utilities enter a 

new five year asset management 

period and this has brought the 

Sustainable Catchment Asset 

Management Programme (Scamp2) 

to the Central Catchment Team 

based in the South Lancashire / 

North Manchester region. This is a 

partnership with the Companyôs 

agricultural tenants and Natural 

England with drivers to improve 

raw water quality whilst marrying 

sustainable agriculture with 

biodiversity gain. 

Edgerton Moss and far Pike 

Lowe saw 3.2km of grips were 

blocked and 285m of gullies were 

re-profiled funded by ñOur 

Moors Our Planetò  

Edgerton & Bentley Mosses 

situated in the north east corner of 

the West Pennine Moors are owned 

by United Utilities for drinking 

water catchment. Ariel 

photography and GPS ground 

surveying of the grip systems on 

these two mosses identified areas 

suitable for grip blocking and gully 

re-profiling. Work is carried to 

reduce flow velocities in the 

gully/grip system and help reduce 

erosion and raise water levels in the 

surrounding blanket bog. This 

restores peat hydrology and rewets 

areas of deep peat. 

Bentley Moss, Musbury, 50 ha 

was involved with a total length 

of 200m of grips being treated, 

funded by Scout Moor Windfarm 

Habitat Enhancement Fund. 

  

STEP CHANGES 

As we will demonstrate further on 

below, conservation has been 

moving towards larger scale work 

for some time. The LBAP 

partnerships have been central to 

this in the North West, and together 

developed some instrumental 

projects across the region. A great 

example of this is the work has its 

beginnings much earlier than 2008, 

when the current funding began, 

and developed the priority project 

for Water Voles across Lancashire, 

Cheshire, Merseyside and Greater 

Manchester.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rewetting of Aushaaw Moss in Blackburn with Darwen  ï Peter Jepson 


















































































