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Telford & Wrekin Council Overview  

üSituated in East Shropshire  

üInherited  substantial landholdings from 

Telford Development Corporation 

üMuch of the Landscape is the same age  

circa 70ôs and 80ôs 

üExternalised DLO to form Telford & Wrekin 

Services  

ü18 year Grounds Maintenance  Contract.  



Budgets, Buttercups and  

Biodiversityé..

üOr  should it be é.

üBudgets + Buttercups  =  Biodiversity

üThe future is going to be tough ï40% 
Budget Cuts?

üThere is not going to be an easy óone size 
fits allô approach to grounds maintenance 
in the future.

üThere will be positive and negative 
outcomes  



Grounds Maintenance Contracts 

areé.

üGenerally basic in scope 

¸ Grass cutting 

¸ Shrub bed maintenance 

¸ Litter picking 

¸ Annual bedding and hanging baskets 

¸ Weed control ïe.g. highways, obstructions etc

üThe result is usually expensive and looks likeé.



Boring and Bland Landscapes



üIt may look well kept, litter free, and the 

public may even approve !....

üButé it will certainly not be functioning 

towards its full biodiversity and aesthetic 

value!



ébut I have not got any more 

money !

üBudget cuts ( impending spending review )

üLack of staff

üLack of skills 

üNo time 

üMachinery keeps breaking down

üContractor not performing 

üInflexible Contracts

üAnd so oné. 



So is there an alternativeé

üNeed to evaluate what you do.. and ask 

yourself ówhyô you are doing it, and keep 

doing it !!



Need to establishé.

üIf the specification is working and 
delivering ?

¸ Detrimental outcomes ?

¸ Is it what the public actually want ? 

¸ Is it the only solution that can be afforded ?

¸ Will any changes affect skill base ?

¸ Is this the optimum specification for 
biodiversity and aesthetic value ?



óDoing things Differentlyô

üGround rulesé

¸ No increase in budget!

¸ Increase aesthetic and biodiversity values

¸ Adaptive to existing skill levels

¸ Utilisation of large agricultural machinery

¸ Sustainable 

¸ Fosters alternative funding streams

¸ Innovative 



What is a meadow ?

üAn excuse not to cut the grass?

üA weedy area?

üA dumping ground? 

ééOr a diverse, dynamic plant community 

that needs a level of skill and 

understanding to flourish.  



Native v Exotic

Provide food for complete 

insect life cycles

Nectar source

Biodiversity in urban 

gardens (BUGS project)

- Ken Thompson

- Exotics are just as     

good to attract wildlife

Howeveré

be sensible, exotics look out of place on rural road verges!

But look good when confined to parks, gardens, housing estates and roundabouts



Four examples of things done 

differently at Telford & Wrekin 

Councilé.

üAnnual Meadows

üNative Meadows

üEnhanced Bulb Areas 

üExotic Perennial Meadows 



Why do we use annuals to provide 

summer colouréé

üAffordable colour 

üEase of establishment 

üReliability

üUtilisation of mechanical processes 

üLong flowering season

üBeneficial to wildlife 



ñTraditionalò Annuals 13 years ago

Annual Meadows





1998 we became a unitary 

authorityééé

üInherited the road network from 

Shropshire County Council

ü50+ roundabouts

üMany in a poor state of horticultural repair

üOvergrown, weed infested 

üVery costly to  bring back to an acceptable 

condition  





In 2001éé

üBeverley Island, 

Oakengates

ü3,000 square metres 

landscape roses 

infested with couch

üSown standard mix

üVery low key

üThe public liked what 

we had done ! 



A year lateré..

üEncouraged to sow more roundabouts

üSmall and large displays 

üPioneered the use of óPastelô and 

óMarmaladeô mixes





By 2004é..

ü14 Roundabouts 

ü15,000 square metres

üSmaller schemes in Telford Town Park, 

district parks

üSmall scale plantings housing estates, 

school wildlife gardens.

üSponsorship from town and parish 

councils, ñNewport in Bloomò






