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Part I: Bird species list and acceptance criteria with distribution by Local Authority 

 

Scientific  

Name 

Common 

Name 

Habitat  

(UKBAP 

definition) 

Species Selection Criteria
1
  

BoCC 
2 

 Distribution by Local Authority
3
 Comments 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 L W R B F P S Wl C Bd H Ro Bu Pe 

Cygnus 
columbianus 

Bewick’s 
Swan 

Coastal and 
floodplain grazing 
marsh and coastal 
saltmarsh. (arable) 

•       A 

 w   w  w w  

small wintering 

population in 

Lancashire  

Cygnus 
Cygnus 

Whooper 
Swan 

Coastal and 
floodplain grazing 
marsh and coastal 
saltmarsh. (arable) 

      • A 

w w   w  w w  

Internationally 

important 

wintering no.'s 

Anser 
brachyrhync
hus 

Pink-footed 
Goose 

Coastal and 
floodplain grazing 
marsh and coastal 
saltmarsh. (arable) 

      • A 

w w   w  w w  

Internationally 

important 

wintering no.'s 

Tadorna 
tadorna 

Shelduck 
Coastal and 
floodplain grazing 
marsh, coastal 
saltmarsh and 
intertidal mudflats. 
(arable) 

      • A 

w/b w/b b  
w/
b b w/b 

w/
b  

Internationally 

important 

wintering no.'s. 

Breeding 

population. 

Anas 
strepera 

Gadwall Eutrophic standing 
waters, 
mesotrophic lakes, 
reedbeds & ponds. 

       A 

b    b   b  

Scarce breeder 

Anas 
Penelope 

Wigeon Coastal and 
floodplain grazing 
marsh, coastal 
saltmarsh and 
intertidal mudflats.  

      • A 

w w   w  w w  

Internationally 

important 

wintering no.'s 
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Anas crecca Teal Coastal and 
floodplain grazing 
marsh, coastal 
saltmarsh, 
intertidal mudflats, 
reedbeds, ponds, 
eutrophic standing 
waters, 
mesotrophic lakes  
& blanket bog.  

      • A 

w/b w b  w w w 
w/
b  b 

Internationally 

important 

wintering no.'s. 

Scarce breeder.  

Anas acuta Pintail Coastal and 
floodplain grazing 
marsh, coastal 
saltmarsh and 
intertidal mudflats.  

      • A 

w w   w  w w  

Internationally 

important 

wintering no.'s 

Anas 
clypeata 

Shoveler Eutrophic standing 
waters, 
mesotrophic lakes, 
reedbeds, ponds & 
coastal and 
floodplain grazing 
marsh. 

      • A 

w/b w  
w/
b 

w/
b  w 

w/
b  

Internationally 

important 

wintering no.'s. 

Scarece 

breeder.  

Aythya farina Pochard Eutrophic standing 
waters, 
mesotrophic lakes, 
reedbeds & ponds. 

       A 

b   b    b  

Rare breeder. 

Somateria 
mollissima 

Eider 

Coastal saltmarsh, 
estuarine rocky 
habitats and sub-
tidal sands and 
gravels. 

       A 

w/b w/b     b b   

Nationally 

important 

wintering no.'s. 

Small breeding 

population. Rare 

breeder. 

Melanitta 
nigra 

Common 
Scoter 

(marine) 

•      • R 

w w  w w     

Shell flat is the 

most important 

UK wintering site 

Mergus 
serrator 

Red-breasted 
Merganser 

Eutrophic standing 
waters, 
mesotrophic lakes, 
reedbeds, ponds & 
sub-tidal sands & 
gravels (marine). 

       G 

w w b       

Rare breeder.  

Lagopus 
lagopus 
scoticus 

Red Grouse 

Blanket bog & 
upland heathland. 

•       A 

r r r      r r r r r r 

medium national 

decline of 
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endemic race 

Tetrao tetrix Black Grouse Blanket bog, 
upland heathland, 
purple moor grass 
& rush pastures 
and other upland 
grassland/woodlan
d mosaics. 

•     •  R 

# # #       

Recent historic 

breeder in 

Lancashire. 

Continuing 

national decline. 

Perdix perdix Grey Partridge Arable field 
margins, 
hedgerows& 
lowland meadows 
(arable & other 
agricultural 
grasslands) 

• •  •    R 

r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

local BBS 

decline 45%  

Gavia 
stellata 

Red-throated 
Diver 

(marine) 

      • A 

w w  w w     

Nationally 

important no.'s 

as part of 

northwest 

strategic area. 

Internationally 

important as an 

Annex 1 

species. 

Botauraus 
stellaris 

Bittern Reedbeds & 
lowland fens 
(reedy ditches & 
other small 
wetland habitats) 

•       R 

r   w    w  

Rare breeder.  

Ardea 
cinerea 

Grey Heron 

All wetland HAPs 

       G 

b/w b/w b b    b b b b b b b 

Scarce breeder.  

Circus 
aeroginosus 

Marsh Harrier Reedbeds, 
lowland fens, 
coastal saltmarsh 
& coastal 
floodplain grazing 
marsh 

       A 

    w  w w  

Rare breeder. 

Potentially any 

suitable habitat 

Circus 
cyaneus 

Hen Harrier Upland heathland, 
blanket bog, 
purple moor-grass 
& rush pasture, 
coastal saltmarsh 

 •      R 

    w  w w  

Rare breeder. 

Potentially any 

suitable habitat 
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& lowland fens 

Accipiter 
gentilis 

Goshawk 

(woodlands 
including conifer 
plantations) 

       G 

         

Rare breeder. 

Potentially any 

large/mature 

woodlands and 

conifer 

plantations 

Falco 
tinnunculus 

Kestrel 

potentially any 
open habitat 

   •    A 

b b b b b b b b b b b b b b 

Probable local 

decline 

Falco 
columbarius 

Merlin Upland heathland, 
blanket bog, 
purple moor-grass 
& rush pasture, 
coastal saltmarsh 
& lowland fens 

       A 

w w   w  w w  

Scarce breeder. 

Potentially any 

suitable habitat 

Falco 
subbuteo 

Hobby 
(open habitats with 
scattered trees 
and small 
woodlands) 

       G 

         

Rare breeder. 

Potentially any 

suitable habitat 

Falco 
peregrinus 

Peregrine Upland heathland, 
blanket bog, 
purple moor-grass 
& rush pasture, 
inland rock 
outcrop & scree 
habitats, coastal 
saltmarsh & 
lowland fens 
(structures within 
urban areas for 
nest sites) 

       G 

w w w  w w  w  w 

Scarce breeder. 

Potentially any 

suitable habitat 

Rallus 
aquaticus 

Water Rail 

All wetland HAPs 

       G 

r   w r   r  

Rare breeder.  

Crex crex Corncrake 

Arable field 
margins & lowland 
meadows (arable 
& other agricultural 
grasslands) 

•     •  R 

         

Occasional 

suggested 

breeding records 

in Lancashire. 

Nationally rare 

breeder. 

Potentially any 
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suitable habitat 

acrss the county 

Porzana 
porzana 

Spotted crake 

All wetland HAPs 

       A 

         

Rare breeder. 

Potentially any 

suitable habitat 

acrss the county 

Haematopus 
ostraleguss 

Oystercatcher Coastal saltmarsh, 
intertidal mudflats, 
coastal vegetated 
shingle, rivers, 
estuarine rocky 
habitats, coastal & 
floodplain grazing 
marsh & open 
mosaic habitats on 
previously 
developed land 
(arable & other 
agricultural 
grasslands).  

      • A 

w/b w/b b  
w/
b b w/b 

w/
b b b b b b 

Internationally 

important 

wintering no.'s. 

Breeding 

population. 

Recurvirostr
a avosetta 

Avocet 

Coastal saltmarsh 
and saline 
lagoons. 

       A 

b       b  

Rare breeder. 

Potentially any 

suitable habitat 

Charadrius 
dubous 

Little Ringed 
Plover 

Open mosaic 
habitats on 
previously 
developed land 
and rivers 

       G 

b b b  b b b b b b b b b b 

Scarce breeder.  

Charadrius 
hiaticula 

Ringed Plover 
Open mosaic 
habitats on 
previously 
developed land, 
rivers, intertidal 
mudflats & coastal 
vegetated shingle. 

      • A 

w/b w/b b  p  b/p 
b/
p  b 

Scarce breeder 

and 

internationally 

important 

passage 

population.  

Pluvialis 
apricaria 

Golden Plover Blanket bog, 
upland heathland 
& purple moor 
grass, rush 
pastures, intertidal 
mudflats, coastal 
& floodplain 

       A 

w/b w b  w  w w b b b b b 

Scarce breeder.  
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grazing marsh 
(arable & other 
agricultural 
grasslands) 

Pluvialis 
squatarola 

Grey Plover 

Intertidal mudflats 
and coastal 
saltmarsh 

      • A 

w w   w  w w  

Internationally 

important 

wintering and 

passage 

population. 

Vanellus 
vanellus 

Lapwing Coastal & 
floodplain grazing 
marsh, purple 
moor-grass & rush 
pastures, coastal 
saltmarsh and 
intertidal mudflats 
(arable & other 
agricultural 
grasslands) 

• •     • R 

w/b w/b b b 
w/
b b w/b 

w/
b b b b b b b 

Internationally 

important 

wintering 

population.  

Calidris 
canutus 

Knot 

Intertidal mudflats 
and coastal 
saltmarsh 

      • A 

w w   w  w w  

Internationally 

important 

wintering 

population. 

Calidris alba  Sanderling 

Intertidal mudflats 
and coastal 
saltmarsh 

      • G 

w w   w  w w  

Internationally 

important 

wintering and 

passage 

population. 

Calidris 
alpina 

Dunlin 

Blanket bog, 
intertidal mudflats 
and coastal 
saltmarsh 

      • R 

w/b w b  w  w 
w/
b b b b b b 

Scarce breeder. 

Internationally 

important 

wintering 

population. 

Philomachus 
pugnax 

Ruff Coastal & 
floodplain grazing 
marsh, coastal 
saltmarsh and 
intertidal mudflats 

       R 

    w  b/w 
b/
w  

Rare breeder.  

Gallinago 
gallinago 

Snipe Coastal & 
floodplain grazing 
marsh, purple 

       A 

b/w w 
b/
w w 

b/
w w w 

b/
w 

b/
w b/w 

b/
w b/w b/w 

b/
w Probable local 
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moor-grass & rush 
pastures, blanket 
bog, upland 
flushes fens & 
swamps, lowland 
fens and coastal 
saltmarsh ( other 
agricultural 
grasslands) 

decline 

Limosa 
limosa 

Black-tailed 
Godwit 

Coastal & 
floodplain grazing 
marsh, coastal 
saltmarsh and 
intertidal mudflats 

• •     • R 

w w   
b/
w  w w  

Rare breeder. 

Internationally 

important 

wintering 

population in 

Lancs. 

Limosa 
lapponica 

Bar-tailed 
Godwit 

Intertidal mudflats 
and coastal 
saltmarsh 

      • A 

w w   w  w w  

Internationally 

important 

wintering 

population 

Numenius 
arquata 

Curlew Coastal & 
floodplain grazing 
marsh, lowland 
meadows, purple 
moor-grass & rush 
pastures, upland 
hay meadows, 
blanket bog, 
upland flushes 
fens & swamps, 
intertidal mudflats 
& coastal 
saltmarsh (other 
agricultural 
grasslands) 

•      • A 

w/b w/b b  b b b  b b b b b b 

internationally 

important 

wintering 

population in 

Lancs. 

Nationally 

important 

breeding 

population in 

Lancs. 

Numenius 
phaeopus 

Whimbrel 
Intertidal mudflats 
and coastal 
saltmarsh 
(reservoirs & 
gravel pits) 

       R 

p p    p    

Nationally 

important 

passage 

population. 

Tringa 
tetanus 

Redshank Coastal & 
floodplain grazing 
marsh, purple 
moor-grass & rush 
pastures, coastal 

      • A 

w/b w/b b  
w/
b b w/b 

w/
b b b b b b b 

Internationally 

important 

wintering 

population. 
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saltmarsh and 
intertidal mudflats 
(other agricultural 
grasslands) 

Nationally 

important 

breeding 

population. 

Actitis 
hypoleucos 

Common 
Sandpiper 

Rivers & coatsl 
saltmarsh 
(reservoirs) 

   •    A 

b b b   b b  b b b b b b 

Significant 

Lancashire 

population, 

possible decline.   

Larus 
melanoceph
alus 

Mediterranean 
Gull 

Eutrophic standing 
waters, 
mesotrophic lakes, 
saline lagoons & 
coastal saltmarsh. 

       A 

b  b       b 

Rare breeder. 

Potentially any 

Black-headed 

Gull colony 

could contain 

breeding 

Mediterranean 

Gulls 

Chroicoceph
alus 
ridibundus 

Black-headed 
Gull 

Eutrophic standing 
waters, 
mesotrophic lakes, 
saline lagoons & 
coastal saltmarsh. 

       A 

b  b  b  b b  

Scarce breeder. 

Nationally 

important 

breeding 

numbers.  

Hydrocoloeu
s minutus 

Little Gull 

(marine and 
coastal) 

      • A 

w w        

Annex 1 

species. 

Nationally 

important 

wintering 

species. 

Larus fuscus Lesser Black-
backed Gull 

Upland heathland, 
blanket bog & 
coastal saltmarsh 
(marine) 

       A 

b/pb pb b  pb  pb   

Scarce 

breeder.National

ly important 

breeding 

numbers.  

Larus 
argentatus 

Herring Gull Upland heathland, 
blanket bog & 
coastal saltmarsh 
(marine) 

•      • R 

b/pb 
b/p
b b b pb  pb   

Internationally 

important 

wintering 
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population.  

Larus 
marinus 

Great Black-
backed Gull 

Upland heathland, 
blanket bog & 
coastal saltmarsh 
(marine) 

       A 

 b     b   

Rare breeder.   

Sterna 
paradisaea 

Arctic Tern 

Coastal saltmarsh 
(marine) 

       A 

b      b   

Rare (near 

extinct) breeder.   

Sterna 
hirundo 

Common Tern 

Coastal saltmarsh 
(marine) 

   • •   A 

b      b   

Rare breeder. 

Local rarity & 

local decline  

Sterna 
albifirons 

Little tern 

Coastal saltmarsh 
and shingle 
(marine) 

     •  A 

         

Extinct, but 

recent breeder 

(within last 

100yrs)Coastal 

sites with 

suitable habitat 

Streptopelia 
turtur 

Turtle Dove Arable field 
margins, 
hedgerows & 
lowland raised 
bogs (secondary 
woodland & scrub 
and arable) 

•     •  R 

      b b b 

Rare breeder 

(recently 

extinct).  

Cuculus 
canorus 

Cuckoo Upland heathland, 
hedgerows, 
reedbeds, lowland 
fens, lowland 
raised bogs 
(potentially many 
habitat types e.g. 
most farmland & 
woodland/scrub 
types) 

•   •    R 

b b b b b b b b b b b b b b 

Rapidly 

declining. 55% 

local BBS 

decline.  

Asio otus Long-eared 
Owl 

(Potentially any 
habitat except 
urban and 
intertidal) 

       G 

r  r  r r  r r r r r 

Scarce breeder.  

Asio 
flammeus 

Short-eared 
Owl 

Upland heathland, 
blanket bog, 
purple moor-grass 
& rush pastures, 

    •   A 

b/w b/w b w w  w w b b b 

Scarce breeder. 

Local rarity - 

small breeding 
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upland flushes, 
fens & swamps, 
coastal floodplain 
& grazing marsh 
and coastal 
saltmarsh (young 
upland forestry 
plantations) 

population  

Caprimulgus 
europaeus 

Nightjar 

Lowland raised 
bog (forestry 
clearings & other 
open woodlands). 

•     •  R 

         

Currently extinct. 

Recent historic 

breeder; 

moderate 

national 

decline.Potential

ly any suitable 

forestry or 

mossland 

habitat across 

the county. 

Apus apus Swift 

(urban) 

       A 

b b b b b b b b b b b b b b 

Declining. 25% 

local BBS 

decline.  

Dendrocopo
s minor 

Lesser 
Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Wood-pasture & 
parkland & 
lowland mixed 
deciduous 
woodland 

•    •   R 

r r r    r  r r 

Scarce (possibly 

rare) breeder. 

Aluada 
arvensis 

Skylark Lowland 
meadows, upland 
hay meadows, 
upland heathland, 
coastal saltmarsh, 
coastal & 
floodplain grazing 
marsh and coastal 
sand dunes 
(arable & 
agricultural 
grasslands, and 
many other 
grassland types in 
both uplands and 
lowlands) 

• •      R 

r r r r r r r r r b/r? 
b/r
? b/r? b/r? 

b/r
? 
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Anthus 
trivialis 

Tree Pipit 

Upland heathland 
and lowland raised 
bog (forestry 
clearings and 
other open 
woodland) 

•   •    R 

b b b      b b b b b 

Long-term 

decline and 

range 

contraction 

towards WPM 

'stronghold'. 

Anthus 
pratensis 

Meadow Pipit Upland heathland, 
purple moor-grass 
& rush pasture, 
blanket bog, 
coastal saltmarsh, 
lowland raised bog 
and coastal & 
floodplain grazing 
marsh). 

   •    A 

r r r  r r r r r b/r  b/r b/r b/r b/r 

Declining. 39% 

BBS decline. 

Motacilla 
flava 

Yellow Wagtail Coastal & 
floodplain grazing 
marsh and lowland 
meadows (arable 
& agricultural 
grasslands) 

• •  • •   R 

      b b  

Scarce (possibly 

rare) breeder 

and rapoid 

decline. 

Prunella 
modularis 

Dunnock Hedgerows and 
lowland mixed 
deciduous 
woodland (parks & 
gardens, urban 
and other 
woodland types) 

•       A 

r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

moderate 

national decline. 

Saxicola 
rubetra 

Whinchat 

Upland heathland. 

   •    A 

b b b      b b b b b 

Rapidly 

declining 

Turdus 
torquatus 

Ring Ouzel 

Upland heathland 
and upland 
woodland HAPs. 

•   • •   R 

b b b       b 

Scarce and 

declining 

breeder.  

Turdus 
philomelos 

Song Thrush Hedgerows and 
lowland mixed 
deciduous 
woodland (parks & 
gardens, urban, 
other woodland 
types, arable and 
other agricultural 
grasslands) 

• •      R 

r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 
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Locustella 
neavia 

Grasshopper 
Warbler 

(open habitats with 
dense ground 
cover) 

•       R 

b b b b   b b b b b b 

 

Phylloscopus 
sibilatrix 

Wood Warbler 

Upland woodland 
HAPs. 

•   • •   R 

b b b      b b b b b 

Scarce and 

declining 

breeder.  

Phylloscopus 
trochilus 

Willow 
Warbler Woodland and 

scrub HAPs 

   •    A 

b b b b b b b b b b b b b b 

Declining 

Muscicapa 
striata 

Spotted 
Flycatcer 

Woodland HAPs 
(parks and 
gardens). 

•   •    R 

b b b  b b  b b b b b b b 

Rapidly 

declining.  

Panurus 
bearmicus 

Bearded Tit 

Reedbeds 

    •   A 

r         

Rare breeder.  

Parus 
montanus 

Willow Tit Wet woodland, 
lowland mixed 
deciduous 
woodland and 
open mosaic 
habitats on 
previous 
developed land 
(other secondary 
woodland and 
scrub). 

•   • •   R 

       r  

Scarce 

(definitely rare in 

Lancs) and 

declining 

breeder 

Parus 
palustris 

Marsh Tit Wet woodland, 
upland mixed 
ashwoods and 
lowland mixed 
deciduous 
woodland (scrub) 

•   •    R 

r r r       r 

Declining.  

Corvus corax Raven Inland rock & 
scree habitats and 
other open upland 
HAPs (Urban) 

    •   G 

r  r   r  r r r r r 

Scarce breeder.  

Sternus 
vulgaris 

Starling Coastal saltmarsh 
(arable, 
agricultural 
grasslands, parks 
& gardens and 
urban/built 
environment) 

•       R 

r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

 

Passer 
domesticus 

House 
Sparrow 

Hedgerows 
(arable, 
agricultural 

•   •    R 

r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

Declining. 30% 

local BBS 
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grasslands, parks 
& gardens and 
urban/built 
environment) 

decline.  

Passer 
montanus 

Tree Sparrow Hedgerows 
(arable & 
agricultural 
grassland habitats; 
rural built 
environment & 
various wetlands) 

• •      R 

r r r  r r r r r r r 

 

Carduelis 
cannabina 

Linnet Hedgerows, 
lowland raised 
bog, lowland 
meadows, upland 
hay meadows and 
upland heathland 
(arable, scrub & 
lowland 
agricultural 
grasslands) 

• •      R 

r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

 

Carduelis 
flavirostris 

Twite 

Upland heathland, 
upland hay 
meadows and 
coastal saltmarsh 
(arable) 

• •  • •   R 

w w     w   b b b r 

 Rare breeder 

and declining. 

Nationally 

important 

wintering 

population. 

Carduelis 
cabaret 

Lesser 
Redpoll 

Upland 
birchwoods and 
lowland raised bog 
(conifer 
plantations) 

•       R 

r r r    r r r r r r r r 

 

Pyrrhula 
pyrrhula 

Bullfinch Hedgerows and 
traditional 
orchards (arable 
and scrub) 

•       A 

r  r   r r r r r r r r r 

 

Coccothraust
es 
coccothraust
es 

Hawfinch Wood-pasture & 
parkland & 
lowland mixed 
deciduous 
woodland 

•    •   R 

r         r 

Rare breeder.  

Emberiza 
citronella 

Yellowhammer Hedgerows, arable 
field margins and 
lowland meadows 
(scrub, arable and 
other agricultural 

• •      R 

r r r  r r r r r r 
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grasslands) 

Emberiza 
schoeniclus 

Reed Bunting Lowland fens, 
lowland raised 
bog, reedbeds, 
ponds, coastal & 
floodplain grazing 
marsh, coastal 
saltmarsh, rivers, 
blanket bog, 
purple-moor grass 
& rush pasture 
and upland 
flushes, fens & 
swamps (other 
arable & 
agricultural 
grasslands, 
ditches and 
canals) 

• •      A 

r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

 

Emberiza 
calandra 

Corn Bunting Arable field 
margins (other 
arable and 
agricultural 
grassland 
habitats) 

• •  •    R 

r r   r  r r r 

Declining. 25% 

BBS decline.  
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Part II: Possible Incoming Species List 

Species Name Latin Name UK BAP Habitat    

   Podiceps 
nigricollis 

Black-necked 
grebe 

Wetland HAPs    

Egretta garzetta Little egret Wetland HAPs    

Milvus milvus Red kite Woodland and 
other open habitat 
HAPs 

   

Lullula arborea Woodlark Woodland HAPs 
(forestry) 

   

Cettia cetti Cetti's warbler Wetland HAPs    

Sylvia undata Dartford 
warbler 

Lowland and 
upland heath 

   

 

Part III: Notes and Key to tables 

Selection Criteria 

1] UK Priority; 2] Lancashire BAP Species; 3] Nationally Scarce Species; 4] Local Decline; 5] Local 

Rarity; 6] Local Extinction; 7] International Importance. For further information, see Selection 

Criteria on webpage www.lbap.org.uk.  

Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC): Red List 

Internationally recognised criteria for conservation importance for Birds: from the highest priority – 

Red (R) – through Amber (A) – to Green (G) as the lowest.  

Local Authority distribution 

Work will be ongoing to make this section more relevant to the fish species, so that a separate 

document may be created for fish upon update, so that further classification by river and sub-

catchments can be included. Key to the local authority’s is below.  

 

Key to Tables 

Locations    

b breeding Lancaster L Chorley C 

p passage Wyre W B'burn with Darwen BD 

pb post-breeding congregation Ribble Valley R Hyndburn H 

r resident Blackpool B Rossendale Ro 

w wintering Fylde F Burnley Bu 

Schedule 1 For some schedule 1 species 
information on distribution has been 
withheld 

Preston P Pendle Pe 

South Ribble S   

West Lancs Wl   

 


