The Lancashire Environment Forum

Notes From The Meeting Held On 13th November 2009, Lancashire Wildlife Trust, Bamber Bridge.
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	Alison Boden
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	Julie Claux
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  West Lancashire District Council
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	Debbie King
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	Elizabeth Sullivan
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  Natural England
	Sarah Whitney

  Lancashire County Council

	Philip Lord

  Ribble Catchment Trust
	Peter Walsh

  CAFRAP

	Mick Lovatt

  Preston LSP Rep (Preston City Council)
	

	Andrew Loynd

  Fylde LSP (FLoWE)
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Alison Page
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Anne Selby


Lancashire Wildlife Trust

Jan Tyson


United Utilities

John Wherry
 

Myerscough College

Bernard Whittle
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1
	Minutes from the last meeting
A correction to the minutes was noted:
Correction to the MAA item, the previous minutes referred to one of the regions as Central Lancashire and it should be Mid Lancashire.

The issues raised at the last Environment Forum meeting re NI 187 (tackling fuel poverty) have been passed on to Government Office. 
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	2
	LAA Refresh
Debbie King gave an overview on the LAA

The LAA is an agreement between the Lancashire Partnership and Government Office.

There are performance reward grants attached to delivering the LAA targets.

The LAA is owned by the Lancashire Partnership, and every organisation signed up to the LAA has a duty to cooperate to deliver the targets.

The LAA is structured around 7 themes. Each theme has an over arching partnership which monitors delivery of the targets. The Environment Forum has this over viewing role for the environment theme. 

There are also delivery groups associated with each indicator, for example the Climate Change Partnership and the Lancashire Waste Partnership.

There are 6 environmental indicators in Lancashire's LAA, these are:
· NI 186: per capita reduction in CO2 emissions in LA area
· NI 187: Tackling fuel poverty (% people receiving income based benefits living in homes with low energy efficiency rating)
· NI 188: Adapting to climate change
· NI 192: Household waste recycled and composted
· NI 195: Improved street and environmental cleanliness (levels of litter, detritus, graffiti and fly posting)
· NI 197: Improved local biodiversity – active management of local sites.
Quarterly performance reports are produced and these go to the Partnership Executive and Board.
The Lancashire Partnership website has further details on all the indicators and reports: www.lancashirepartnership.co.uk
The LAA presentation, papers, and district spatial commentaries from this meeting can be found on the Environment Forum website:
http://www.lancspartners.org/environmentforum/meetings.asp

	

	3
	Environment Forum Business Plan
The Business Plan is a live document, therefore up and coming issues can be added as and when necessary.
As part of the refresh, the Forum will need to identify key priorities and a core purpose.

Actions on how we engage in the LAA process will be included in the Business Plan.
The Environment Forum also has a wider strategic role, and this should also be reflected in the Business Plan.

A key activity for the Forum next year will be to look at replacing the Lancashire Environment Strategy.

A discussion on the role of the Forum with respect to Lancashire's energy infrastructure took place. It was agreed that an item on future energy supply will be added to the agenda for the next forum meeting.

	

	4
	Ribble Catchment

Philip Lord presented an overview of the work carried out by the Ribble Catchment Conservation Trust.
The Trust carry out a range of conservation and monitoring work.

Projects for 2010 include improving fish access to sections of the river.

For more information see Philip's presentation on the Environment Forum website:

www.lancspartners.org/environmentforum/meetings.asp

	

	5
	Lancashire Waste Management PFI
Sue Procter gave a presentation on the Lancashire Waste PFI contract.
The Waste PFI deals with municipal waste collection and treatment, and covers LCC and Blackpool.

By 2020 the aim is to landfill only 12% of waste.

Action

Sue Procter will organise a trip for the Forum to go and visit the Leyland Waste Technology Park next October.
The presentation can be found on the Environment Forum Website: www.lancspartners.org/environmentforum/meetings.asp

	Sue Procter


	6
	AOB

Alison Boden circulated an updated version of the volunteering in Lancashire Questionnaire, which has been modified to take into account comments from Forum members. 

Action
Sarah Whitney to circulate the questionnaire to Forum members for completion. 

Julie Claux informed the Forum that a conference on climate change will be taking place on 10th Feb.

Action

Julie to send further details to Sarah Whitney for circulation 

Andrew Loynd informed the Forum that the Lancashire Chamber of Commerce is looking at making 2010 the year of the environment.
The energy efficiency in older properties event which took place in October was well attended, details are on the Fylde Borough Council website.

	Sarah Whitney

Forum Members

Julie Claux

	7
	Forward Look
It was agreed that the next Forum meeting should focus on future energy supply and nuclear energy.
Additional forward look items include:

· Lancashire Environment Strategy

· Transition Towns

· Regional Strategy 2010

· Sea level rise relating to Climate Change in Blackpool

· Draft River Basin Management Plan

· Marine Bill

· Brockholes project

· Environmental benefits in economic terms

· Green Infrastructure and its links with the Lancashire Integrated Regional Strategy

If members have any suggestions for future meetings or would like to highlight up and coming issues, please contact Sarah Whitney (sarah.whitney@lancashire.gov.uk)

	


Programme of Future Environment Forum Meetings: 
· 10am Thursday 11th February 2009
· 10am Wednesday 12th May 2010
