The Lancashire Environment Forum

Notes From The Meeting Held On 13 May 2009, Lancashire Wildlife Trust, Bamber Bridge.
Present:

	Anne Selby

  Chair (Lancashire Wildlife Trust)
	Mick Lovatt 

  Preston LSP Rep (Preston City Council)

	Alison Boden

  Wyre Borough Council
	Andrew Loynd

  Fylde LSP Rep (FLoWE)

	Pam Bulter

  Lancashire County Council
	Jan McDonald
  LCDL

	John Collins

  Environment Agency
	Dave McGrath

  Blackpool

	Lesley Cryer

  Mersey Basin
	Clare Phillips

  Lancashire County Council

	Stacy Gorstridge

  Lancashire County Council
	Sue Procter

  Lancashire County Council

	Phil Holland

  SITA
	Laura Travers

  Environment Agency

	Tina Iball

  West Lancs Borough Council
	Peter Walsh

  CAFRAP

	Peter Jordan

  Ribble Valley, Rossendale LSP rep (Groundwork)
	John Wells

  InBev

	Debbie King

  Lancashire County Council
	Sarah Whitney

  Lancashire County Council


Apologies:

Bob Allen

Groundwork

Francesca Brooks-Moizer
Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council

Scott Butterfield
Hyndburn LSP Rep (Hyndburn Borough Council)

Julie Claux 

VCFS Rep (Groundwork)

CC Janice Hanson
Lancashire County Council
Gwen Kinloch 
Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council

Philip Mepham
Rossendale Borough Council

Alison Page

Lancaster LSP Rep (Furniture Matters)
Lisa Quinn

LCDL

Richard Small
West Lancs LSP Rep (Liverpool John Moores University
Jan Tyson

United Utilities

Ruth Wearing
Natural England

John Wherry 

Myerscough College

Bernard Whittle
Lancashire County Council

Francis Williams
Lancashire County Council
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1
	Minutes from the last meeting
The minutes were agreed
The Issues Paper for the Regional Strategy was discussed. The forum hadn't fed into the last consultation, but it was noted that there will be another chance to comment as a further consultation will be launched later in the year.

The Regional Strategy will be added to the Forward Look.


	

	2
	LAA Update 

Quarter 4 – end of the first year of the LAA.
Debbie King updated the Forum on the latest progress report for the LAA, which contains a mixture of qualitative and hard data. For some indicators there are no data available e.g. per capita emissions, so progress is measured against the actions that have been delivered.
Action
Forum members to send any comments on the report pack to Debbie King (Debbie.king@lancashire.gov.uk)

NI197 Update

£138,000 funding has been secured for the establishment of a Lancashire Natural Environment Service to help deliver NI197. Officers should be in post by the end of the summer.
There is still a gap in funding, and Tim Mitcham has written to all the districts to request if they can top up this funding.

 
	Forum Members


	3
	Mental Well-being Assessment of the LAA Environment Theme 
In order to ensure that all the seven themes within the LAA maximise their contribution to creating positive mental health it has been agreed to carry out a Mental Wellbeing Impact Assessment on indicators within all of the themes.
The workshop will enable us to fully consider the impact of our current actions on mental health and wellbeing and also develop any new actions that can be fed into our delivery plans.

The workshop will be on 27th May, this is open to everyone. 
Details of the workshop have been circulated to Forum Members.
If you would like to attend, please let Helen Wilkinson know

Helen.wilkinson@lancashire.gov.uk

	

	4
	Volunteering and the Environment
Alison Boden explained how volunteering plays a huge part in delivering environmental objectives in Lancashire. A lot of this work is not recorded. 
A volunteer network would be a highly useful resource and could be used to help deliver targets such as those in NI197. 
It was suggested that it would be useful to share information of each organisation's experience of volunteering. Information on the number of volunteers organisations work with, how information on volunteers is currently recorded, and the level of expertise volunteers have would be useful.  
Action
Alison Boden to put some questions together and email these to Sarah Whitney for circulation to the Forum.
Volunteering will be put on the agenda for the next Forum meeting.


	Alison Boden 

Sarah Whitney



	5
	Waste Management Strategy Review
Pam Butler gave a presentation to the group on the Revised Municipal Waste Management Strategy for Lancashire. 
The strategy has been ratified by the Lancashire Waste Partnership
A major target in the strategy is to reduce waste growth to 0% each year.


	

	6
	Brennand and Whitendale

John Wells and John Collins explained the latest position in the long running Brennand and Whitendale campaign, which is now getting closer to a solution. A focus group meeting took place on 13th May, and John Wells will update the Forum of the outcome of this meeting at the next Environment Forum meeting. 

	John Wells



	7
	World Environment Day

World Environment Day is on 5th June.

John Wells suggested we use World Environment Day to promote the good work that the Environment Forum and its member organisations have done this past year, and to look at best practice. 
If Forum members would like to share examples of best practice from their organisation, please forward these to Sarah Whitney (sarah.whitney@lancashire.gov.uk)

	Forum Members


	9
	Forward Look
Our current Forward Look contains the following items: 
· Volunteering and the Environment

· Regional Strategy 2010

· Nuclear Industry in Lancashire

· Energy Mix for Lancashire
· Sea level rise relating to Climate Change in Blackpool

· Draft River Basin Management Plan

· Marine Bill

· Renewables – onshore wind farms and the conflicts between the carbon benefits and potential landscape issues

· Brockholes project

· Environmental benefits in economic terms

· Green Infrastructure and its links with the Lancashire Integrated Regional Strategy

If members have any suggestions for future meetings or would like to highlight up and coming issues, please contact Sarah Whitney (sarah.whitney@lancashire.gov.uk)


	


Programme of Future Environment Forum Meetings: 
· 10:00am Thursday 13th August
