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Q1 2009/10 Theme Overview
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How well are the outcomes and improvements being delivered?

	The environment NI's report annually, with a time lag for some, so performance data is not available at this time.  However actions are ongoing and ontrack to meet the half year milestones.  In the case of NI188, at least one district that indicated they were at Level 0 in the end of year report has now 'caught up' to be at level 1 and most are now working towards the level 2 target by April 2010.  Carbon savings achieved from business resource improvements can be used as proxy data to help evidence achievement against NI186.  Between June 2004 and March 2009 8.9 kilotonnes of CO2 was saved through the ENWORKS business support programme delivered by the Lancashire Business Environment Association.  Officers are now working with ENWORKS to ensure future figures are broken down by year and by local authority, which will provide more useful information. Results from the first street cleanliness surveys of the year will not be available until the end of September and work on recycling and composting continues to progress well through the Lancashire Waste Partnership.  Verified recycling figures for 2008-09 are expected in the autumn.   
Some highlights for the theme from the last quarter (April to June 09) include the launch of the Lancashire Climate Change Strategy in April and the receiving of the Carbon Action Network (CAN) NW award for joint working on LAA1 and LAA2 home energy targets and fuel poverty (May 09).  This recognises the excellent partnership working in Lancashire on domestic energy efficiency and fuel poverty.  

The theme also underwent a Mental Wellbeing Impact Assessment in May.  The assessment was led by the Health theme with results being fed into the action planning for NI 119.  One of the key issues emerging was the benefits volunteering in the environment sector can have on mental wellbeing.  The Environment Forum is now following up on this work with a project to identify the actual and potential impact volunteers have on environmental activity and the volunteering opportunities available. 

An equality impact assessment is to be completed by the Environment Forum in conjunction with the LAA Equality Reference Group during quarters 3 & 4.  


What are the prospects for the future?

	The Energy Officers Group have now agreed a county-wide approach for the completion of this year's annual NI187 survey, which measures the energy rating of homes of people on benefit.  The approach is consistent with the method used for obtaining the baseline data last year and further strengthens our partnership approach and work with the Energy Saving Trust Advice Centre (ESTac).  However, as previously reported, funds have still not yet been secured to resource the survey and district officers are working to obtain buy-in from their LSPs to support this work and to sustain work on fuel poverty and domestic energy efficiency initiated by the Pump Prime Grant received to deliver stretch targets in LAA1.  

Work is also continuing to ensure the Lancashire Natural Environment Service can be sustained longer term so that biodiversity action can continue to be recorded and delivered in a focussed way once current funding has been exhausted.  

Some practical examples of cross-thematic working are beginning to emerge, with the environment, older people and health themes looking to work together on fuel poverty projects and the emerging work on volunteering within the environment theme.  It is hoped that this will continue and strengthen in the future. 




	Good News / Case Studies

	All councils in Lancashire are focussing on reducing their own carbon emissions, and monitoring their performance through the indicator NI 185 (CO2 reduction from local authority operations).  The district and county councils have been working together to ensure that their baseline data is collected consistently.  Most councils have already set target reductions of approximately 5% per annum through a range of environmental and climate change plans and strategies, and if achieved, these should reduce the total emissions from Lancashire by more than 10,000 tonnes per annum contributing to wider per capita carbon reduction targets set for NI186.


