The Lancashire Environment Forum

Notes From The Meeting Held On 12 February 2009, Lancashire Wildlife Trust, Bamber Bridge.
Present:

	John Wells
  InBev
	Stewart Mounsey
  WFD Team

	Philip Lord

  Ribble Catchment Conservation Trust
	Dave McAleavy
  Sefron

	Bob Allen
  Chorley LSP Rep (Groundwork)
	Francesca Brooks-Moizer

  Blackburn with Darwen Council

	Phil Holland
  SITA
	John Wherry
  Myerscough

	Mick Holding

  Natural England
	Richard Small

  West Lancs LSP Rep (Liverpool John Moores
  University)

	Mick Lovatt

  Preston LSP Rep (Preston City Council)
	Sue Procter

  Lancashire County Council

	Gill Latham
  South Ribble Borough Council
	Philip Mepham

  Rossendale Borough Council  

	Jan Tyson

  United Utilities


	John Collins

   Environment Agency

	Tim Mitcham 

  Lancashire Wildlife Trust
	Clare Phillips

  Environment Policy LCC

	Laura Travers
  Environment Agency
	Dave McGrath
  Blackpool Council

	Andrew Coombe

  Environment Policy LCC
	Cllr Frances Williams
LCC

	Jackie Tomlinson

  Environment Policy LCC
	


Apologies:

Anne Selby – LWT

Peter Walsh – CAFRAP

Gwen Kinloch – Blackburn with Darwen BC

Cllr Bernard Whittle – LCC

Peter Neill – Ribble Valley and Rossendale LSP Rep (Groundwork)

Cllr Janice Hanson – LCC

Peter Jordan – Groundwork

Alison Page – Lancaster LSP Rep (Furniture Matters)

Lisa Quinn – LCDL

Ruth Wearing – Natural England
Alison Boden – Wyre LSP Rep (Wyre Borough Council)

	Action
	11/12/08
	Owner

	

1
	Minutes from the last meeting
Minutes were agreed and there were no outstanding actions from the last meeting.
Brennand and Whitendale  

This will be a standing agenda item with regular updates at each meeting.

	

	2
	LAA Update 

Quarter 3 – end of January 2009.
At this time all that was required was the completion of the general theme overview (plus any case studies), this has been completed with input from the indicator leads, Debbie King's report was circulated at the meeting.

This will be presented to the LAA Performance Group on 18 February and to the Lancashire Partnership Executive (as the 'theme in focus') on 4 March.

Key Points

· Most of the environment indicators are reported annually, or data is not yet available, performance is therefore being measured in terms of activity.

· Generally progressing well.  Targets are currently being negotiated for NI195 (street cleanliness) and NI187 (fuel poverty) as part of the LAA refresh.

· Final year performance will be reported at Quarter 4 end (31 March).  This will require the whole performance report to be completed.  Will require input from Forum members in particular for the spatial report and for submission of any case studies.  Debbie will be in contact via email to remind people at the time.
(Also, environment is the theme in focus for the next issue of the Ambition Lancashire newsletter – would anyone like to contribute?)

NI197 Update

Tim Mitcham (from Lancs Wildlife Trust) attended the last meeting to give an overview of the challenges associated with NI 197 (Biodiversity) – the lack of resource available to carry out site surveys and develop management plans for sites that require them.

Latest – Tim has written to all district LSPs, Chief Execs and Leaders regarding a funding request to set up a Lancashire Biodiversity Service which will deliver NI197 and help with district council obligations on LDF preparation (i.e. having high quality data on biodiversity).  He is now following up on this.

Will update the Forum on the outcome on this via email after this meeting. 
	Debbie King

	3
	Mental Well-being Impact Assessment of Environment LAA Indicators
Hilary Abernethy is organising a workshop covering the key impacts of how and what the effects the environment has on peoples well-being, the workshop will take place on 6th March at the Lancashire Conservation Studios, Preston, it will be a full day event.

The purpose of the workshop is to work with stakeholders to identify from their perspective the key potential impacts that the NI's will have on the mental well-being of people in Lancashire.  It will also identify actions to maximise positive impacts and minimise potential negative impacts on mental well-being.
Action

Clare Phillips will speak to Hilary regarding invitations to the event, everyone will be welcome to attend the workshop.

	

	4
	Issues Paper for the Regional Strategy (this is a consultation by the NWDA)
The Issues Paper for the Regional Strategy

report was distributed to members prior to the meeting and members were asked to bring any comments to the meeting.  
Action

Clare suggested setting up a small working group to respond to the report.  Volunteers are required; please contact Clare if you wish to volunteer.
	

	5
	Lancashire Climate Change Strategy
Things have moved on in a positive way, the strategy has now been approved be LCC.
LCC Partnership developed strategy

Chaired by John Collins of the Environment Agency 

LCC provides the secretariat
It includes a wide range of partners

Clare thanked everyone involved in the LCC strategy; 
It is the council's duty to lead; research on a European/Regional/National level is a target of 27% by 2020.

We know where the gaps are in terms of delivery – supporting action document.  We don't have carbon savings ascribed; we need to be in tighter line with targets as targets now include all Greenhouse gases not just co2.
The full report can be seen at http://www.lancashire.gov.uk A-Z Climate Change.

John Collins said the report compares well with the London Strategy and congratulated Clare's team for pulling the strategy together.

John Wells said we should try and influence by best practise and encourage World Environment Day.  World Environment Day is on 5th June 2009.  Launch of the strategy is currently in discussion.

John Wells challenged members of the Forum to think based on their own organisation of a challenging environmental issue and what could WE do about it.   Challenge it not just about a plan; it's a way of working.  Working in partnership will drive the percentage of improvement further.  www.environment-agency.gov.uk/wfd
The feedback of the challenge is noted in the Forward Look section.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Update on Brennand and Whitendale
John Wells provided an update on the latest situation on the long-running issue of water abstraction from Brennand and Whitendale.
The B & W Focus Group never gave up hope and on Friday the 16th of January 2009 at a meeting held in the Inn at Whitewell attended by the EA Chairman, Lord Smith of Finsbury, local MP Nigel Evans, and Members of the Focus Group, a historic decision was reached and all parties are now committed to working towards a successful funding outcome with the aim to be able to confirm this by the end of February 2009. 

An extract from John's Article in the Spring 2009 issue of essence which is due out shortly, this is an excellent example of good practise.

Summing up as Chair of the meeting, John Wells said ‘The decision reached today is one of a unique environmental partnership the outcome of which will have a significant and positive impact on this beautiful area and our legacy will be there for generations to come. If the Government ever wants to see an example of best practice with regard to the Water Framework Directive then they need look no further than what has been achieved here. To Lord Smith and to Nigel Evans thank you both, we couldn’t have done it without you, to the Directors of United Utilities thank you for your decision to go ahead and your clear commitment to the environment and to the Focus Group for never giving up on what you truly believe in’.

	

	8
	Update on Water Framework Directive

Stewart Mounsey gave a presentation on the North West - Draft River Basin Management Plan.

A copy of Stewart's presentation is attached. 

A discussion and question and answer session followed Stewart's presentation.  

	

	9
	Forward Look

Our current Forward Look contains the following items and were based on group discussion future challenges.
· Continue working with District Authorities to reduce landfill and increase recycling, change people's behaviour to encourage recycling in the home.
· To look at the Sea level rise relating to Climate Change in Blackpool

· Look at funding and managing resources.

· Push on recycling in relation to the tightening on CC targets.

· BSH Level 3 achieved – push to achieve Level 4.
· Adaption

· LAA

· Climate Change Strategy

· Draft River Basin Management Plan

· Marine Bill

· Renewables – onshore wind farms and the conflicts between the carbon benefits and potential landscape issues

· Nuclear Energy - Sites for new nuclear build 

· Brockholes project

· Environmental benefits in economic terms

· Green Infrastructure and its links with the Lancashire Integrated Regional Strategy

If members have any suggestions for future meetings or would like to highlight up and coming issues, please contact Sarah Whitney (sarah.whitney@lancashire.gov.uk)


	

	9
	AOB
	


Programme of Future Environment Forum Meetings: 
· 10:00am Wednesday 13th May 2009

· 10:00am Thursday 13th August
