The Lancashire Environment Forum

Notes From The Meeting Held On 11th February 2010,
Lancashire Wildlife Trust, Bamber Bridge.
Present:

	Anne Selby (Chair)
  Lancashire Wildlife Trust
	Alison Page
  Lancaster LSP (Furniture Matters)

	John Wells

  InBev
	Ian Parker
  Environment Agency

	Alison Boden

  Wyre LSP (Wyre Borough Council)
	Clare Phillips

  Lancashire County Council

	Julie Claux

  VCFS Rep (Groundwork)
	Joey Smith

  LCDL

	John Collins

  Environment Agency
	Paul Street

  Environment Agency

	Gill Dickson

  Pendle LSP (Pendle Borough Council)
	Peter Walsh

  CAFRAP

	Christina Iball

  West Lancashire District Council
	Ruth Wearing

  Natural England

	Philip Lord

  Ribble Catchment Trust
	John Wherry

  Myersough College

	Mick Lovatt

  Preston LSP (Preston City Council)
	Sarah Whitney

  Lancashire County Council

	Andrew Loynd

  Fylde LSP (FLoWE)
	


Steve Barwick – 4NW attended to present the RS2010 item
Apologies:
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1
	Minutes from the last meeting
The minutes from the last meeting were agreed.

Action
The volunteering questionnaire will be sent to Volunteering Lancashire                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             


	Sarah Whitney

	2
	RS2010
Steve Barwick (4NW) presented information on the Regional Strategy 2010. This is an integrated strategy for the region and is a statutory requirement. 
The full document is available on the website www.nwregionalstrategy.com 
The Forum discussed the strategy and a number of issues were raised. The key points were:

· The document focussed too heavily on economic issues.
· The natural environment was largely ignored by the strategy.
· There were concerns about the wording of the 'vision' section.

The Forum agreed it is necessary to identify the environment as one of the points in the vision, and in the main sections of the document.

Comments on the strategy can be fed in electronically via the website.

Another 13 week consultation on revised Part 1 and Part 2 is due to take place in summer 2010. 

Action: Anne Selby and John Wells would submit a response on behalf of the Forum. 

Forum members can submit comments directly through the 4NW website, or send to Sarah Whitney by 26th February.

Action: The comments from the meeting will be typed up by Clare Phillips and submitted to Anne Selby and John Wells to add to the Forum's response.   

The Forum thanked Steve for attending to present this item

	Anne Selby / John Wells

Forum Members

Clare Phillips

	3
	Environment Forum Chair
Anne Selby explained her reasons for stepping down as Chair of the Lancashire Environment Forum.
Following an earlier request to Forum members, one nomination had been received from John Wells to take over as Chair. 

John explained his reasons for wanting to become the Chair.

A vote was held, with Forum members agreeing John Wells should be the new Chair.

The Forum thanked Anne for her hard work over the past few years.
The position of Deputy Chair is now vacant.

Action: Could Forum members submit any nominations for Deputy Chair to Sarah Whitney. Nominations will be discussed at the next Forum meeting.

     
	Forum Members

	4
	Nuclear energy
Ian Parker from the Environment Agency gave a presentation on nuclear energy supply in the North West.
The North West has the highest concentration of nuclear and nuclear related industries on the UK.

The industry is highly regulated both in terms of the environment and safety.  Ian explained that current facilities have a low environmental impact, and new facilities have even less environmental impact.
There are 3 strands to nuclear energy: Current operations, clean up and new build.

The new build phase is a 2 stage process, which involves looking at generic design, and site specific issues.
For more information contact Ian Parker at the Environment Agency (ian.parker@environment-agency.gov.uk)
Following Ian's presentation, the Forum had a discussion on Future energy supply in Lancashire.

There was a general agreement that it would be beneficial to have more information on this issue. It was decided that a meeting would be set up to specifically look at this topic.
Action: Clare Phillips and Sarah Whitney will look in to organising a meeting to debate Lancashire's future energy mix.


	Clare Phillips / Sarah Whitney

	5
	LAA Update
Clare Phillips updated the Forum on the Q3 report for the LAA.
NI 192: data is collected and reported annually therefore Q3 only has estimates of progress. These estimates indicate that we are exceeding the targets.

NI 195: Again annual data is used for this indicator, but average estimates from 2 street cleanliness surveys completed this year indicate the targets will be met

NI 197: Is progressing well. The new ecology team is in place and are on target to have management plans in place for all roadside verge BHS's 

NI 186/8: Currently mapping activity with partners. The information needed to complete this exercise is needed from LSPs by the end of February.

NI 187: This indicator is on track. Survey data is expected at the end of March. There are concerns that the random survey won't provide a true reflection of actual performance therefore districts are looking at providing alternative data and activity reporting to evidence achievement.
The future prospects for the LAA look good, although there have been concerns raised amongst some partners about the capacity and budgets available to deliver.

 
	

	6
	AOB

Julie Claux mentioned that Groundwork is looking to set up a conference for faith and the environment in Blackburn with Darwen. This will aim to get people to sign up to work together to reduce their carbon footprint.
There was request from Richard Jennison from the Council Protection for Rural England to join the Environment Forum. The Forum agreed this would be an appropriate addition to the group.
Action: Sarah Whitney to notify Richard and invite him to the next meeting

	Sarah Whitney

	7
	Forward Look
Suggested forward look items include:

· Forum vice chair nominations

· Future energy supply
· Impacts of the recent floods and the lessons learnt

· Policies / environmental impacts of a change in national government 

· LCDL report on future jobs fund

· Marine Bill / Marine protected Areas

· State of fisheries

· Water resource situation in Lancashire

· River Basin Management Plans

· Hydro Study

· New LAA indicators

Previously suggested items:

· Transition Towns

· Sea level rise relating to Climate Change in Blackpool

· Brockholes project

· Environmental benefits in economic terms

· Green Infrastructure and its links with the Lancashire Integrated Regional Strategy

If members have any suggestions for future meetings or would like to highlight up and coming issues, please contact Sarah Whitney (sarah.whitney@lancashire.gov.uk)

	


Programme of Future Environment Forum Meetings: 
· 10am Wednesday 12th May 2010
